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B A S I L I S K S  and unicorns, enchanted mirrors and 
sorcerers’ stones: most of the animals and objects in the 
Harry Potter books exist only in the imaginations of J. K. 
Rowling and her legions of young fans. But they do have 
real counterparts, and not just the ones created by Holly-
wood. Tomorrow and June 14, aspiring wizards (and even 
Muggles) can look for treasures symbolizing the Rowling 
creations in the chambers of secrets on Fifth Avenue: the 
galleries of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
 “ We wanted to show the mythological and historical 
base of the wonders and fantasy of the Harry Potter se-
ries,’’ said Judith Shupe [Walsh], founder of Art Smart Ad-
ventures, a company offering cultural classes for children. 
Fluffy, Hogwarts’s three-headed guard dog, for instance, 
is related to Cerberus, the three-headed dog at the gates of 
Hades in Greek mythology. And while children may not 
fi nd Fluffy anywhere, they will certainly see Cerberus at 
the museum. 
 In Potter/Potters and the Mythology Maze, Art 
Smart’s scavenger hunt celebrating the forthcoming novel 
‘’Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix,’’ children 
will search through the Met’s Greek, Roman, Egyptian 
and Medieval collections. Participants, who are encour-
aged to dress as wizards (prizes will be awarded for the 
best costumes), will go through a Hogwarts-style ritual to 
determine their level of Potter knowledge. (The hunt is not 
recommended for sorcerers under 5.) 

 “ I’ll even use a sorting hat, though I won’t put it on 
the children’s heads,’’ Ms. Shupe said. Each family will 
then receive a list of clues (easy or challenging) and a map. 
A simple task might be to fi nd a creature that delivers mail 
from Hogswarts. For more sophisticated fans, we’ll have 
questions like, ‘Anyone who speaks Parselmouth would 
be able to have a conversation with what kind of animal?’ 
Ms. Shupe said. 
 Those completing the hunt in less than 90 minutes 
will receive prizes. And everyone will have thorough les-
sons in the enchantment of art. 
 Potter/Potters and the Mythology Maze, tomorrow 
and June 14 at the Metropolitan Museum, 82nd Street 
and Fifth Avenue. Starts at intervals, beginning at 10 a.m. 
Tickets (includes museum admission): $18; children, $12. 
Reservations: (212) 678-0807; artsmart.com. 
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